Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 41
Issue 10 October 2020

Article 1

2020

Full Issue
Various Reviewers

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Reviewers, Various (2020) "Full Issue," Children's Book and Media Review: Vol. 41: Iss. 10, Article 1.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Children's Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For
more information, please contact ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

A Girl Named
Hillary: The True
Story of Hillary Clinton
Author

Rebecca Paley

Illustrator

Melissa Manwill

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
48

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338193022

Hillary Clinton is one of the many influential women in United
States history, and her story is told from birth until present day.
Anecdotes from her life including being bullied as a child, finding
joy in childhood activities that were common to boys, volunteering
for families that were less fortunate, being rejected by the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) program
for being a girl, losing the school council presidential race when
she was in high school, and speaking at her college graduation.
These stories all show how Hillary accomplished all that she has,
since all these situations influenced her decisions to become
a lawyer, to help children in need, to serve as a Senator in New
York, and to run as a presidential candidate.
Colorful illustrations on every page depict Hillary’s life in
chronological order. Each chapter has a focus. For example,
Chapter 4, called “Winning and Losing,” tells stories of how losing
a high school student council position and winning her college
student government election influenced her career in politics. The
text also connects Hillary’s life to a current American girl named
Alena, who is American but was born in China. Currently, our
laws state that she is unable to run for president, since she was
not born in this country. Using Hillary as her inspiration, she has
petitioned to change the laws. This relevant short story shows
how Hillary’s life is currently influencing others and allows young
girls to see how they, too, can change the world.

Publisher

Scholastic, Inc.
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Book Review

Alcatraz vs. the
Evil Librarians
Author

Brandon Sanderson

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
320

Year
2016

ISBN

9780765378941

Publisher

Alcatraz has been breaking things all of his life while he is
passed from foster home to foster home. So, it is astonishing
when his grandfather, Leavenworth Smedry, reveals that this is
a much-revered talent in the Free Kingdoms. Grandpa Smedry
sweeps Alcatraz into a world where librarians are evil and control
information, a world where sand is smelted into glasses that
allow occulators to see things that others cannot, and a world
populated by the family that Alcatraz has always wondered about.
As his eyes begin to see things in a new light, choices that he
never expected fall into his path, helping him learn to choose not
only for himself, but for those he cares about as well.
Readers will laugh out loud at the humorous and twisted way that
Sanderson reveals a world that, just like Alcatraz, we never knew
existed. He insists throughout the story that these impossible
places and people are true, providing irresistible evidence and
counterintuitive logic to prove that his perspective is correct. The
sincerity of the characters lends credence and credulity to this
frolicking, fast-paced adventure tale. Readers care enough about
the characters to stay involved in the story as reality spins out of
control, so readers accept tiny talking dinosaurs, sconces shaped
like fruit, and evil determined to overtake the world.
*Contains mild violence.

Starscape
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Astro Girl
Author

Ken Wilson-Mx

Illustrator

Ken Wilson-Mx

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages

Astrid is a little girl who wants to be an astronaut so she can
explore the magic and mysteries of space. Astrid tells her father
and all her friends about her passion for the universe, but her
father tells her that there will be challenges. But Astrid insists
that this is her dream, because even if there are difficulties, she
knows she can be just like her mama, who is an astronaut and
Astrid’s hero.
This is a simple, heartwarming tale of a little girl expressing her
dreams based on the love and admiration for her mother. She
has support from others and shows perseverance and dedication
to her dream, even when she is told what hardships she will
encounter. The pages at the end explain the etymology of the
word astronaut, along with significant dates in history related to
space exploration. Finally, the last page includes biographies of
five women who have impacted the space program. This book
has colorful child-friendly illustrations that embrace the powerful
message about women pursuing their scientific dreams.

24

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536209464

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Before They
Were Authors:
Famous Writers as Kids
Author

Elizabeth Haidle

Illustrator

Elizabeth Haidle

Reviewer

Maryn Wheeler

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
64

Year
2019

ISBN

Discover how life creates a writer in this picture book biography
of ten well-known authors. Beginning with a watercolor portrait,
timeline, and a beloved passage from one of his or her books, the
narratives highlight notable life and world events that inspired or
influenced the author’s writing journey. Also included are quotes
and advice these authors offer to future writers.
American and English authors from Mark Twain to Gene Luen
Yang are humanized in this inspiring book. Offering a nice range
of diversity with an even split between men and women and with
three authors from various racial backgrounds, these insightful
biographies encourage curiosity not only into the lives of famous
authors, but also into how a reader’s own experiences could be
the beginning of great stories. Written in comic book layout, this
book reveals one common thread among the authors, which
is their love of reading, and it shows how their life experiences
helped make them great authors. The timelines are drawn in a
crooked, broken line, indicating the meandering paths that lead
these authors to success. Some persevered through disapproval
or bullying, thus empowering their uniqueness. The subdued
watercolor pictures are full of action and facial expressions and
help place the authors in their times. The comic book layout flows
through numerous illustrations and several facts in a succinct
manner that will keep readers’ attention.

9781328801531

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

City of Ghosts
Author

Victoria Schwab

Illustrator

Maxime Plasse

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
285

Year

Cassie befriended a ghost when he saved her from a drowning
accident. Since then, Cassie can not only see her ghost friend,
Jacob, but also interact with others in a ghost world called The
Veil. On a trip with her parents to Scotland, Cassie meets Lara,
who also has the same power. Soon Cassie, Lara, and Jacob
accidentally get involved with The Raven in Red, a ghost who
steals living souls. Together, the trio must defeat her, allowing
Cassie to escape her second close encounter with death.
While the front cover looks demonic, the book is not as scary
as it may seem, a positive for those who do not like horror or
a disappointment for those who want a spookier adventure.
However, The Raven in Red’s story does involve children being
taken from their homes, so some elements may be frightening
for some readers. The fast-paced plot will engage readers from
start to finish, leaving readers with many questions. How did
Jacob become a ghost? Will Cassie ever send Jacob to the other
side? Readers will need to look to the sequels to receive closure
for these questions. This book is highly recommended for its
suspenseful story line, relatable characters, and historical and
geographical elements sprinkled throughout.

2018

ISBN

9781338111002

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Crossing on Time: Steam
Engines, Fast Ships, and a
Journey to the New World
Author

David McCaulay

Illustrator

David McCaulay

Reviewer

Maryn Wheeler

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
128

Year
2019

ISBN

9781596434776

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

The SS United States was built for crossings—the crossings of
oceans, the crossings of people’s paths, and the crossings of
technological limits. The designer and engineer, William Francis
Gibbs, dreamed of building the fastest and safest steamship. A
passenger, young David Macaulay, dreamed of seeing the Empire
State Building as he immigrated with his family to the United
States. Their two stories, as well as a century’s worth of industrial
ship history, converge with the 1957 Atlantic crossing of the SS
United States from Southampton to New York City. Macaulay
narrates his personal stories of adventure and Gibbs’s triumphs
alongside the incredible feat of high-speed transatlantic ship
passage, climaxing at the crossing of his path with the SS United
States and its designer.
Known for his technical drawings and details, David Macaulay
showcases his strengths in his own personal memoir. Main
passages on each page capture the story line while the
detailed blueprint-like illustrations and captions explain further
mechanical information. The well-written and engaging narrative
carries a warmth through the robust explanation of a ship’s
specialized workings. Illustrations show various perspectives of
ships, stressing the inner workings of power, safety, and comfort.
The six-page fold-out, scaled profile drawing of the SS United
States, labeling the rooms and features, is truly spectacular.
The author also includes photographs, a timeline, and selected
reading for further discovery. The afterword discusses the fall of
ocean liners to progressing technology, but it advises honoring
history and finding new ways to preserve old inspirations.
Crossing on Time will delight historians and steamship lovers of
all ages.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Curious George and
the Summer Games
Author

Margret & H.A. Rey’s

Illustrator

Mary O’Keefe Young

Reviewer

Taran Burnett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages

A commotion on the field outside of George’s house makes
George very curious. Wandering over to the excitement, George
and the man with the yellow hat learn that the recreation center
is hosting their annual summer field day. George experiments
with many new sports but feels a little overwhelmed with the rules
and technicalities of most of them. Then, when the participants
encourage him to try gymnastics, they find a good fit for George,
who then helps his newfound friend, Stella, overcome stage fright
in the final competition as they do the first ever doubles routine.
As always, this little monkey is sure to entertain audiences
of all ages. The message of this story is that sports are more
than medals and ribbons, that they can be about forming new
friendships and learning new things too. Readers will find
humor in some of George’s blunders as they enjoy the splendid
illustrations that make the story come to life. With fewer than
three sentences per page, this book is also a good fit for newer
readers.

22

Year
2020

ISBN

9780358164104

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Curses
Author

Lish McBride

Reviewer

Rachel Wadham

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
448

Year
2021

ISBN

9781984815590

Publisher

G.P. Putnam’s
Sons Books for
Young Readers

Refusing to marry the man her mother has chosen because she
thought the fortune-hunting scammer she loved would return,
Merit receives a fairy godling’s curse for her disobedience.
Now time is running out, and Merit is forced to marry whom
her mother deems worthy, because surely, no one would love a
beast. Turning to con artist Tevin Dumont, who is forced to pay his
mother’s debt after she tried to steal a rare flower, Merit is sure
that he can help her not to be deceived by a man again. Tevin,
along with his brother and cousin, put on a grand con to weed out
poor suitors and to charm the ones that remain. However, neither
Tevin or Merit realize they are risking their own hearts, and when
one suitor is more duplicitous than they realize, it takes true love
to ride to the rescue and break the curse.
This delightful mashup of several fairy tales, including Rapunzel
and Beauty and the Beast, is a rare treat. All the characters have
strong personalities, and even the minor ones shine out with
some diversity represented in a gay and nonbinary character.
Filled with delightful humor, the characters’ banter is especially
entertaining. There is certainly not much tension, as you know
who the villain is from the start, and it is clear that there will
be a happily ever after ending. The setting, while rich, has a
range of magical constructs and creatures that are not fully
contextualized. But overall, this lighthearted story is clever, and
it is an engaging read that will appeal to fans of Hale, Meyer, and
Levine.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

Dear Treefrog
Author

Joyce Sidman

Illustrator
Diana Sudyka

Reviewer

Rachel Wadham

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Exploring her new home after a move, a young girl encounters
the wanders of the treefrogs that hide all around her property.
Engaging with the small creatures helps her to feel a little less
sad as she works to fit in. But it is not until she finds a true friend
who shares her wonder of the treefrogs that the girl finds herself
fully embracing all the joys around her.
Poems and facts combine to create this wonderful book that
blends fiction and nonfiction. Readers experience the girl’s
journey of discovery in the direct and lyrical poetry, and brief
educational paragraphs provide information about the frogs.
The juxtaposition of the two text forms is both engaging and
instructive. The illustrations, full of bold greens punctuated by
sweeping lines in yellow and blue, will draw readers into the
setting while they tell part of the story of how the new friendship
forms and develops. With a subtle message of conservation at
the end and a strong message of the joyous discovery of nature
and personal connection, this book is heartwarming and helps
readers learn more about some delightful creatures.

Year
2021

ISBN

9780358064763

Publisher

Clarion Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Geology Rocks!
Investigate Gems
Author

Christine Petersen

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
32

Year
2020

ISBN

9781532191749

Publisher

Abdo Publishing

Gems are found in the apparel of the richest, most prominent
people. From the Southwest elder’s turquoise bolo to the London
starlet’s diamond necklace, gems communicate prowess.
Discover how gems become a part of grand clothes and jewelry
by learning what the world’s gems are, where they are found, and
how they are made and transformed into wearables. Diamonds,
with their different cuts and historical significance, pearls, with
their living complexity, and ten other gems are explored with their
definitions, environmental origins, and chemical classifications.
If money is an issue, discover the power of beautiful imitations,
synthetics, and cultured gems.
A variety of detailed, stunning, and colorful photographs that
allow the gems to occupy center stage give this book great
beauty and simplicity. In addition to all the gem information,
short sections on cultural and political impacts slightly broaden
the text’s content. Other relevant subjects also pop in, with a
series of instructive photographs that show information like
how to imitate the formation of a geode using standard kitchen
materials. The simple information is intuitively organized, with a
table of contents and an index providing support. A map of gems’
geographical origins, a pronunciation guide, and a scannable
QR code offering updated information also enlighten readers. A
treasure, both literal and figurative, lies in wait in this informative
book.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

Good Guys
5-Minute Stories
Author

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

Reviewer

Deborah Le Starge

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
224

Year

From summer camp, to space, to a boy at his grandpa’s Chinese
restaurant and a mustached baby that has to decide if he has a
“good guy” or a “bad guy” mustache, along with odes to brothers
and cowboys, some boys are adventurous, some are quiet, and
others may even be superheroes in disguise. But either way, one
thing you can count on is that each boy is a good guy.
This collection includes ten stories that each only take five
minutes to read. With a range of settings and plots, the stories
are tied together with the good guy main characters. The artwork
is unique, with multiple illustrators using their own styles and
mediums. The multiple story lines and characters will allow
readers to find at least one story that they connect with, and
their lengths make them interesting enough to catch the reader’s
attention without dragging on long enough to lose it. The overall
theme involving good guys leads the reader to discover that there
is not one type of good guy and that each has different qualities,
just like in real life. This is a great book for short bedtime stories
but could also be useful as a quick classroom read.

2019

ISBN

9780358161790

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Helga Makes
a Name for Herself
Author

Megan Maynor

Illustrator
Eda Kaban

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2020

Helga the Viking has always wanted to be a warrior. Every chance
she gets, she asks for stories about her favorite warrior, Ingrid
the Axe. She wants to be just like her, but Helga’s parents say
that Vikings from small farming towns like theirs don’t become
warriors. Then one day, a fleet of ships arrives with Ingrid and her
crew, and they’re looking for warriors to join them. Helga’s time
to shine has finally come, but as she competes for her spot, not
everyone thinks she is worthy of joining the crew. So, Helga works
her hardest to prove that even a farm girl can become something
great.
The illustrations in this book are extremely expressive. Helga
has a big personality, and the reader can practically hear the
voices and see the movements of the unique characters. Various
body types are represented, and both men and women are also
depicted fulfilling various roles, so none of the opposition Helga
faces is due to her gender. Included in some illustrations are
speech bubbles with funny dialogue that complement the story
line. The writing in the book is at an early reading level, but read
aloud, it’s sure to be enjoyed by much younger children. The story
also shares a hopeful message of following one’s dreams despite
any opposition or failures one might face.

ISBN

9781328957832

Publisher

Clarion Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Homerooms
and Hall Passes
Author

Tom O’Donnell

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
352

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062872142

Publisher

Four hero friends—Thromdurr the barbarian, Devis the thief, Velva
the paladin, Sorrowshade the assassin, and Albiorix the wizard—
go on adventures every day. It’s easy for them to tire of the
excitement, and they can hardly wait until they play Homerooms
and Hall Passes each week. In this fun role-playing game, they
can pretend they are in a mundane and ordinary middle school.
After an encounter with a curse, things go awry, and the mighty
adventurers end up in real life. There, the friends must learn how
to be regular students and protect this newly discovered world
from its own evils.
This creative book is full of adventure and humor. It easily
captures readers’ attention with unique and well-developed
characters. Albiorix, the central character, is a great example of
being a good friend and leader as he learns that being different
doesn’t make him of less worth. This book is well thought out,
with the fantasy world and the role-playing game all described
in detail. Fans of role-playing games like Dungeons and Dragons
will enjoy this book. However, it is still easy for readers who have
never played such games to understand. Intermediate readers
looking for an adventure book are sure to find exhilaration in this
exceptional, fantastical story.
*Contains mild violence.

HarperCollins B,
Blackstone Publishing

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Literally: Amazing
Words and Where
They Come From
Author

Patrick Skipworth

Illustrator

Nicholas Stevenson

Reviewer

Rachel Wadham

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
2020

ISBN

9781912920181

Discover the origins and meanings of twelve English words that
come from a wide range of languages all over the world. From
finding out that the origin of the world ukulele has to do with
fleas to seeing how the use of the world royalty has changed over
time, it is clear that the origin and history of words shape their
meanings both in the past and in the present.
This direct and simple exploration of English words derived
from other cultures shows just how interconnected we all are.
The text is very brief, offering the pronunciation, origin, English
meaning, and original meaning, followed by a paragraph giving
some context. This makes the book fast and easy to consume,
but overall, its information lacks some needed depth. Additionally,
four of the twelve nouns are names of animals, and it would have
been nice to see more of a range of word types and forms. One
strength of this book is the illustrations, which make up for some
of the text’s lack of depth by showing the definitions of the words
(both past and present) in unique ways. Splattered paint dots
give the illustrations a textured look, and the way Stevenson plays
with perspective and scale gives the pictures a unique sense of
movement. The pictures also illustrate each word into the image
with fun fonts and colors, another aspect that brings great power
to the overall intent of the book. Ending with a map of language
families and an author’s note, this book is sure to entice young
linguists into learning more about the history of words.

Publisher

What On Earth Books
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14

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Migration: Incredible
Animal Journeys
Author

Mike Unwin

Illustrator

Jenni Desmond

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
48

Year
2019

ISBN

9781547600977

Annually, a variety of species spanning the globe make amazing
and courageous voyages. A humpback whale swims with its
mother from the warm waters of the Pacific Ocean near Australia
to the frigid coast of Antarctica. Some travel as many as 15,000
miles per year, more than any other creature on earth. Emperor
penguins trek each year from their breeding grounds into the
sea to search for fish. Globe skimmer dragonflies migrate from
India to eastern Africa and back again, making them the farthesttraveling insect in the world. African elephants march from the dry
lands of the Kalahari region to the wetlands of the Okavango to
quench their thirst.
This non-fiction picture book is a beautifully illustrated, fact-filled
goldmine. The colossal efforts these animals make to survive in
a forever-changing world is nothing short of remarkable. Their
travels are often long and arduous, and their ability to adapt and
overcome is phenomenal. Outlined in text are the expeditions
of 20 different species, which summarize the conditions many
of them face as well as the objectives they hope to achieve
upon reaching their destinations. The author includes a table
of contents at the beginning that nicely delineates the order of
presentation. Some may wish to use this as a guide to retrieve
information about specific critters. Organized in a child-friendly
way, the book has a fourth- or fifth-grade reading level, and it’s
likely to appeal to children ages six to twelve.

Publisher

Bloomsbury
Children’s Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Not an Alphabet
Book: The Case
of the Missing Cake
Author

Eoin McLaughlin

Illustrator

Marc Boutavant

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
40

This alphabet book is going normally until the cake on letter C
page is stolen. Bear, representing letter B, is determined to find
the culprit, but he needs a little help from the readers. Bear leads
the reader from page to page looking for clues. Bear thinks Fox
might be the culprit, but Gingerbread Man testifies that Fox has
changed since he took a bite out of him. Bear then wanders if it
might be Octopus since, after all, his tentacles are all over the
pages. As Bear questions more characters, the evidence piles up,
and soon the perpetrator is confirmed.
This unique take on an alphabet book that include a mystery is
fun and engaging. The pages are carefully organized so Bear
can invite the reader to check his facts without finding any
spoilers. Bear amusingly breaks the fourth wall as he explains
his investigative process. All the characters have distinct
personalities and add humor to the book through their words and
actions. This story’s one downfall is that the culprit is perhaps
not as sorry as they could be for the they damage caused.
Nonetheless, it is a great interactive book to entertain children
from ages 2 to 5.

Year
2020

ISBN

9781536212679

Publisher
Candlewick

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

One Jar of Magic
Author

Corey Ann Haydu

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

On the night Rose was born, her father captured 161 jars of
magic. Since then, he has been convinced that his daughter
is destined for greatness, even giving her the nickname “Little
Luck.” When Rose turns twelve, she will be able to join the town’s
New Year’s Day event of capturing of magic. She’s been training
for years so she can finally live up to everything her father expects
of her. Then New Year’s Day arrives, and Rose captures only one
tiny jar of magic. Her father is shocked and disappointed, and
Rose becomes a social outcast. But as Rose grasps for a new
sense of identity, she begins to learn more about magic, its flaws,
and how much it has affected her family.

9780062689856

This story is charming and original, and it teaches important
lessons. Rose faces some situations with awkwardness and
others with grace, thus showing readers how to handle bullying,
isolation, and disappointment and move forward into a better
future. Throughout the progression of the book, Rose comes to
terms with the emotional, and sometimes physical, abuse she
has endured, and she finds much-needed help and begins to
recover. Haydu masterfully portrays the emotions of a young girl
as she grapples with what she has been taught to be true versus
what she feels to be true, making this book engaging for children
and adults alike.

Publisher

*Contains moderate violence.

Intermediate

Pages
333

Year
2021

ISBN

Katherine Tegen Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Peanut Goes
for the Gold
Author

Jonathan Van Ness

Illustrator
Gillian Reid

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Peanut the hamster is very unique, doing silly things that some
people don’t understand. Even though they are sometimes called
weird, they don’t mind, especially because most people just think
it’s fun. One day, Peanut decides they want to be a rhythmic
gymnast. Dad makes a costume, Mom practices choreography,
and their sibling arranges the music. Practicing hard everywhere
when the day comes, Peanut forgets to tie their shoes, but they
don’t let that stop them from doing the best routine they can.
Van Ness, a hairdresser and TV personality best known for
his work in Queer Eye, offers a story inspired by his childhood
pet hamster. The story is immensely positive, since their own
mistakes, or even other people’s opinions, can’t bring Peanut
down. This can teach readers about having confidence in every
situation while also providing some exposure to they/them
pronouns. The story, however, lacks excitement. There’s no
major conflict and therefore no satisfying resolution. The target
audience of children ages 4 to 5 years old may still enjoy the
book though, simply for the charm of Peanut the hamster and the
adorable illustrations.

Year
2020

ISBN

9780062941008

Publisher

HarperCollins

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Pi in the Sky
Author

Wendy Mass

Reviewer
Aubrey Parry

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
237

Year
2013

ISBN

9780316089166

Publisher

Little, Brown
and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

When The Powers That Be decide to wipe Earth out of existence
after one of the humans sees The Realms through a wormhole,
their actions have a domino effect on Joss, seventh son of the
Supreme Overlord of the Universe. His best friend disappears,
and Joss gets stuck making sure the very girl who first saw The
Realms doesn’t find out more. When the Supreme Overlord’s
second-in-command, Gluck, tells Joss he’s the only one who can
recreate Earth, he is sure he is the least qualified to do the job.
But when Gluck insists, Joss decides he’ll try, since there is a
chance it would get his friend back. Through trial and error, he
learns what is needed to recreate Earth and learns the power of
his own abilities.
Mass weaves a seamless narrative of what the universe might
be like if dark matter hid overseers of the universe. The simple
sentence structure and vivid imagery make this story a great
read-aloud that will keep all ages engrossed in the action. Middle
schoolers who enjoy science will like that Mass draws many of her
ideas from famous scientists and even quotes them throughout.
Readers of fantasy will connect with the fantastic elements, such
as pies that hold the secret to the universe, legs that turn into
wheels, and species with five eyes. Here, readers will find that
science and literature connect in unexpected ways, and they will
be encouraged to explore their talents to see what they can do to
make a difference in the world, even if they’re young.
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Book Review

Poultrygeist
Author

Eric Geron

Illustrator
Pete Oswald

Reviewer

Rachel Wadham

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool

Pages
32

Year

When the chicken crosses the road, he might just get to the other
side—the otherworldly side, that is, if he happens to be hit by a
truck. Finding that he is now a ghost, Chicken consults with the
other animals who have met his same fate. They want him to be
scary and to haunt unsuspecting readers. Chicken, on the other
hand, prefers to be a friendly ghost. That is, until his anger gets
the best of him, and chicken’s scary side begins to show itself.
This delightful picture book offers one answer to that age-old
question with perfectly humorous styling. The text, which consists
only of dialogue, is richly filled with a lot of puns and double
meanings. A range of rich colors, one for each animal, also
connects back to the text by using the same tones to indicate
which animal is speaking. Sweeping lines often used around the
images, combined with scattered dots on the animals, embrace
the ghostly feel of the setting and characters while at the same
time keeping them more playful than frightening. The opening
and closing wordless illustrations perfectly set up the story and
offer a cliffhanger for what might come next for these ghastly
creatures. This is a book that is worth sharing at times when a lot
of laughter can be encouraged.

2021

ISBN

9781536210507

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

Starcrossed
Author

Julia Denos

Illustrator
Julia Denos

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
64

Year
2020

Eridani is made of blood and bones, but her best friend, Acamar,
is made of space and stars. Eridani waits every night for Acamar
to appear in the stars, and the two good friends walk home
together. While they can’t touch each other, they can talk and
laugh. One night, Acamar asks what a sunset is like. Then Eridani
asks what it’s like to fly. Both soon know that the other will never
get to experience these things. Realizing this somber truth and
finding themselves even sadder that they must live apart, the
friends comes up with a hopeful idea, and soon, wishing on the
stars changes the pair’s fate.
This is a beautifully unique picture book is based off two stars
that make up Acamar. These two binary stars in the constellation
Eridanus orbit each other, never touching, creating one bright
light. From this foundation, the story elegiacally centers around
the characters Eridani and Acamar never being quite able to
reach each other. This book is easily appreciated for its poetic
value. However, since the storyline isn’t very enthralling and the
unfairness is never resolved, young children may be a little lost.
Nonetheless, the book’s mesmerizing watercolor illustrations that
give the work a distinctive and magical style and the enchanting
idea of a friend made of stars may be enough to win over the
hearts of young readers.

ISBN

9780358153955

Publisher

Clarion Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The 12th Candle
Author

Kim Tomsic

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
323

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062654977

Publisher

For her birthday, Sage receives a magical candle, on which she
can wish for anything she desires. She knows immediately that
she wants to reverse the curse that has been plaguing her family
for decades. It seems only terrible events happen to her family—
her dad is in jail, her mother is struggling to put food on the table,
and Sage is terrible at math. On the other hand, good things
happen to her family’s nemeses, the Pettys. But as the curse is
reversed, Sage realizes that the Pettys’ lives are not as perfect as
they seem and that she has many of her own blessings that she
took for granted.
This middle-grade novel has a strong balance between its magical
elements and relatable teenage problems. Bullying is a prevalent
issue, and while the victim gets revenge on her bully, she does
feel bad when her plan comes to fruition, teaching empathy
and the potential consequences of a victim becoming a bully
themselves. Friendship is also an important theme, emphasizing
through the display of great conflict resolution techniques the
importance of having a friendship circle that accepts individuals
as they are. The author’s style tends toward the use of simplistic
adjectives, making the readability a little too basic for the
intended pre-teen audience. However, readers will relate to
the issues that Sage overcomes while enjoying the fantasy plot
elements that take her on her journey.

Katherine Tegen Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

The 117-Story
Treehouse
Author

Andy Griffiths

Illustrator
Terry Denton

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
373

Andy and Terry are back at it again, adding 13 more levels to their
previous 104-story treehouse. Along with adding a mini horse
floor, a traffic school, and an all-you-can-eat level to their abode,
the boys are tasked with creating another story for their publisher,
Mr. Big Nose. Terry, who is usually the illustrator, wants to oversee
writing this book but has a challenging time creating the ending.
When the Story Police come to arrest the boys due to their story’s
lack of closure, they work together to evade the police while
finishing a worthwhile story to publish.
With only few sentences of text per page, The Treehouse series
is perfect for readers who need approachable texts but still
want to read lengthier books. Each page of this novel includes
detailed illustrations that take up most of the page and have lots
of elements that children can analyze for a long time. This book
in the series also includes some twists on classic stories, such as
The Cat in the Hat, which became The Splat in the Hat, and The
Tale of Peter Rabbit, which became The Tale of Peter Poopypants,
adding a humorous tone the text that will be appreciated by all
ages.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250317209

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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The Elephant’s
Umbrella
Author

Laleh Jaffari

Illustrator
Ali Khodai

Reviewer

Taran Burnett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
20

The elephant is known to invite all to gather and enjoy the
protection the umbrella provides. When the wind sweeps the
umbrella into the possession of other animals, it is quickly
discovered that generosity is not a virtue that everyone shares.
The umbrella has no interest in providing shelter to those that
want to hunt or use her protection to take honey from bees. The
dazzling umbrella makes a dash into the wind and enjoys a sweet
reunion with the generous elephant and his friends.
A gust of wind and a multicolored umbrella demonstrate the
value of generosity and true altruism. The enchanting illustrations
are mesmerizing, with the multicolored pattern of the umbrella
keeping the reader’s attention as it floats throughout the jungle.
While the storyline teaches that generosity is a desirable trait,
it could have been developed in a bit more detail. The umbrella
visits only two other animals and leaves because of their selfcentered motives, making it challenging to fully understand why
the umbrella doesn’t want to be there. However, this is overall an
entertaining read with stunning illustrations.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781910328545

Publisher

Tiny Owl Publishing

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

The Mulberry Tree
Author

Allison Rushby

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
287

Year
2018

ISBN

A few weeks before her eleventh birthday, Immy and her parents
move to a tiny town in rural England. In their new backyard grows
a black and menacing mulberry tree. Local legend says the tree
is cursed, that it makes young girls disappear on the nights
before their eleventh birthdays. It has happened twice before,
and now that Immy is living in the house, the whole village fears
it will happen again. Undeterred, Immy decides to investigate
this mystery. Seeking information about the two girls who went
missing, Immy begins to put the pieces together and help the
village find acceptance and healing.
This book teaches heartwarming lessons about change and
forgiveness. Rushby’s writing masterfully displays the complicated
nature of the characters’ relationships. Immy’s father struggles
with depression, and the forgiveness that she is able to offer
him parallels the forgiveness that people in the village are able
to offer. These changes lead to happier futures for everyone,
showing readers how positive changes can have important
impacts. The pacing of the story is even, and the prose is
intriguing, so this page-turning mystery will keep readers engaged
until the very end.

9781536207613

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Train to Impossible
Places #2: The Great
Brain Robbery
Author
P. G. Bell

Illustrator
Matt Sharack

Reviewer
Aubrey Parry

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
384

Year
2019

ISBN

When an earthquake stops the relaunch of The Impossible Postal
Express, Suzy realizes her second stay in Trollville won’t be quite
what she expected. While helping to find parts to fix up the rest
home, Suzy overhears something terrible. The person who caused
the earthquake is going to cause another one. She decides to do
something herself after discovering that those in charge can’t do
anything. Traveling with her friends to a farm filled with treasure
and a cave believed to be fiction, Suzy and the group gather
enough clues to figure out who’s behind the earthquakes so they
can save Trollville from impending doom.
The Great Brain Robbery is a thrilling addition to The Train to
Impossible Places series. This second book in the series has
enough background information, and the storyline is different
enough that readers new to the series will not get lost or
confused. The fantastical elements create a world filled with
wonder and imagination, and they are written in such a way that
makes the impossible make sense in the context of the story.
Readers ages eight to twelve would enjoy this book, since the
main characters experience many of the struggles that age group
faces. It also has some good messages as the characters learn
to do what’s right, even when it’s difficult, and decide when some
secrets are okay to share with parents. This is certainly a fun read
and would be perfect for a light bedtime read-aloud.

9781250190055

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

The Twenty-Ninth Day:
Surviving a Grizzly Attack
in the Canadian Tundra
Author

Alex Messenger

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

When Alex and five friends set off on a canoe trip through the
Canadian subarctic, they experience rapids, low food supplies,
and amazing scenery. But twenty-nine days in, Alex encounters
a bear while on his own. Managing to dodge the bear’s initial
charges, Alex eventually comes nose-to-nose with it. When the
bear bites him, he loses consciousness. He awakens to the
knowledge that no help is on the way, and he must make his
way back to camp and warn the others. Reunited, Alex and his
buddies must determine what is best for him, and the return trip
to town is when the adventure really begins.

9781094091242

This autobiography is an enjoyable read that is very descriptive of
the beauty and majesty of nature. But it is a harrowing journey,
and parts of the attack and details of surgery on the tundra
are challenging. As Alex explores his motives and reasoning for
the choices he makes at each step in the journey, there is solid
exploration of self. For example, walking on the second day,
he describes the joy of discovering that he is still alive, and he
contributes what he can to the group. This reflection shows Alex’s
growth as he displays an immense degree of self-control and
determination regarding what must be done. The story also shows
compassion for the bear, reflecting beliefs about the sanctity of
nature. This is a great book for any adventure lover.

Publisher

*Contains moderate language and moderate violence.

Young Adult

Pages
304

Year
2019

ISBN

Blackstone Publishing

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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The Vanderbeekers
to the Rescue
Author

Karina Yan Glaser

Illustrator

Karina Yan Glaser

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
368

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328577573

It is spring break for the Vanderbeeker family, and it is off to a
promising start. Isa is practicing for a big violin audition. Oliver
is building an epic treehouse with his uncle. Jessie, Hyacinth,
and Laney are helping their mom prepare for a photo shoot
that will feature her small baking business in a big lifestyle
magazine. When the kids unintentionally ruin an inspection for
their mother’s baking license, they set about to make things right
before their parents find out. When they aren’t able to fix things,
the photo shoot is cancelled and things seem bleak. Not giving up
so easily, the Vanderbeekers use their resourcefulness to surprise
their mom with a storefront for her business and a new path to
get that magazine spotlight.
The Vanderbeekers to the Rescue is the third installment in
the series, featuring the lovable biracial family, a domestic
menagerie of pets, and their charming Harlem brownstone.
With a story that is full of heart, humor, and amusing capers, it
is written wonderfully for a middle-grade audience, as well as
lovers of books set in New York. With a cast of characters ranging
in personalities and characteristics, there is a good chance
that readers will find someone they can relate to. A map of the
neighborhood serves as the endpapers, and black-and-white
illustrations are scattered throughout the chapters. Fans of the
previous two Vanderbeeker books will not be disappointed with
this Junior Library Guild selection.

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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Book Review

Tickled Pink
Author

Andree Poulin

Illustrator

Lucile Danis Drouot

Reviewer

Taran Burnett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages

Filippo is a pink flamingo that does not want to be pink. When
Zac the zebra and Poncho the panda do not accept the color
of Filippo’s feathers, Filippo just wants to gain acceptance.
He tries to reason with them and even resorts to painting his
feathers black and white. After an entire day of failure, Filippo is
approached by a lemur who encourages him to accept himself
the way he is. Together, they embrace pink and even get the other
animals to join in on the fun.
Sharing how friendship can triumph over physical differences and
encouraging others to feel comfortable in their own skin, Poulin
teaches readers how to develop self-acceptance. They can also
learn how to extend acceptance and build it in others. Zac and
Poncho’s demeaning attitudes could be considered bullying,
so this story can spark discussion about how to be a friend.
The illustrations are charming and emphasize the differences
between the animals. The pages are filled with black-and-white
drawings, with the exception of Filippo’s fuchsia feathers, until at
the end when other animals are pink as well.

30

Year
2020

ISBN

9781772781045

Publisher

Pajama Press Inc

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Twas the Night
Before Christmas
Author

Clement C. Moore

Illustrator
P.J. Lynch

Reviewer

Rachel Wadham

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary, Intermediate

Pages
32

Year

The night before Christmas, everyone is asleep—that is, until the
master of the house hears a clatter outside the window. Finding
that St. Nick has made his yearly visit, the master watches
as gifts are left. With his task complete, St. Nick goes up the
chimney wishing the quiet world a very happy Christmas.
The classic Clement Moore poem has been rendered in a variety
of styles over the years, and Lynch’s offering adds another
delightful addition to that canon. Because the text is so familiar,
it is the illustrations that stand out, with style and details that set
the poem rightly in a historical context and realism that makes
them nearly timeless. Lynch uses a range of perspectives to great
effect as he emphasizes each part of the story, from a pulledback view with only parts of the sleigh visible in the opening
pages, to an overhead view when the reindeer land on the roof, to
an extreme closeup of St. Nick after he comes down the chimney.
The color pallet is subdued yet rich, allowing the details of each
image to shine through and asking readers to linger on each
page. Making the familiar new again, Lynch’s reimagining of this
classic is certain to be a new Christmas favorite shared with many
families.

2021

ISBN

9781536222852

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss10/1
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